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THE ORGANS OF  SPEECH.

tthe vocal chords. Each cartilage is triangular and pyra-
midal in shape, with its base directed downwards and
its apex upwards. The internal lateral surface rises
almost vertically from the base and bends inwards, while
its lower margin is attached to the outer surface of the
vocal chords; the two other lateral surfaces face out-
wards, one to the back, the other to the front: they form
with the base a prominent angle, which rests upon that
part of the upper border of the cricoid cartilage already
described as the articular surface for this cartilage. This
angle is directed more backwards, because the posterior
of the two external lateral surfaces unites with the vertical

Glottis adjusted for tones, a, Pars respiratoria of the glottis; 6, cricoid cartilage;
c, attachment of the vocal chords to the thyroid cartilage ; ti, horizontal section of the bases
of the arytenoid cartilages.

posterior edge of the inner lateral surface at an obtuse
angle; the anterior of the two external surfaces must,
therefore, meet the two others at a very acute angle.

In considering the adjustment of the vocal chords for
the production of tone, we are at present only interested
in the relation of the base of the arytenoid cartilage to
the vocal chord. If we divide the length of the vocal
chord into a larger anterior and a smaller posterior
half, and then again divide the posterior half into two
almost equal sections, we shall be able to determine